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REFTEL: CARACAS 3389 


1. (C) FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER SECURED COMMITMENTS FROM LEADING 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES THAT THEY WOULD RESPECT THE OUTCOME OF THE 
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DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. CARTER STATED HE WOULD RETURN IN EARLY 

DECEMBER TO LEAD A 25 PERSON DELEGATION TO OBSERVE THE DECEMBER 6 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. DURING A NOVEMBER 2 TO 4 VISIT, CARTER MET 

WITH PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES LUIS ALFARO UCERO, IRENE SAEZ, HUGO 

CHAVEZ, ALFREDO RAMOS, HENRIQUE SALAS ROMER, AND MIGUEL RODRIGUEZ. 

SPEAKING WITH AMBASSADOR, CARTER CHARACTERIZED THESE MEETINGS AS 

"VERY POSITIVE." Bl 







THE FORMER PRESIDENT ALSO 
DISCUSSED THE ELECTION PROCESS WITH THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL 
(CNE), AND REVIEWED THE "PLAN REPUBLICA" WITH THE MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE AND THE COMMANDER OF THE UNIFIED COMMAND OF THE NATIONAL 
ARMED FORCES (CUFAN). UNDER THIS PLAN, CUFAN WILL PROVIDE 
LOGISTICS SUPPORT AND SECURITY FOR BOTH THE NOVEMBER 8 AND DECEMBER 
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6 POLLS. END SUMMARY. 
THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL: “IT'LL BE OKAY" 


2. (U) FORMER PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER VISITED CARACAS NOVEMBER 2-4 
IN ANTICIPATION OF HIS PARTICIPATION, ALONG WITH A JOINT DELEGATION 
FROM THE CARTER CENTER AND THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE (NDI), 
AS AN INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER IN THE DECEMBER 6 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS. FORMER BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT GONZALO SANCHEZ DE LOZADA AND 
THE CARTER CENTER'S DR. JENNIFER MCCOY ACCOMPANIED FORMER PRESIDENT 
CARTER. 


3. (U)} FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER MET NOVEMBER 2 MEETING WITH THE 
NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL (CNE). ELATED TO RECEIVE THE PRESIDENT, 
THE SEVEN-MEMBER COUNCIL ASSURED HIM THAT THE ELECTIONS WOULD BE A 
SUCCESS. THE COUNCIL REPORTED TO CARTER THAT 92 PERCENT OF THE 
POLLS WOULD BE AUTOMATED ON NOVEMBER 8, AND SET FORTH THE GOAL OF 
100 PERCENT AUTOMATION FOR THE DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. IN RESPONSE 
TO CARTERS'S QUESTION WHETHER THE CNE HAD RECEIVED ANY COMPLAINTS 
REGARDING VOTER REGISTRATION OR COMPLAINTS FROM THE CANDIDATES, THE 
COUNCIL OBLIQUELY RESPONDED THAT NO FORMAL COMPLAINTS HAD BEEN 
RECEIVED. (NOTE. SOME ORGANIZATIONS HAVE COMPLAINED PUBLICLY 
ABOUT THE FOUR MONTH REGISTRATION PROCESS, ARGUING THAT ITS 
OUTREACH PROGRAM WAS WEAK. THESE COMPLAINTS WERE NEVER FORMALIZED . 
OUR OWN ASSESSMENT IS THAT THE CNE'S REGISTRATION PROGRAM OVERALL 
WAS A SUCCESS. END NOTE.) THE COUNCIL TOLD CARTER THAT 140,000 
POLL WORKERS HAD BEEN RECRUITED AND WERE TRAINED. FINALLY, THE 
COUNCIL NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO EFFORTS, BY POLITICAL PARTIES 
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OR OTHERS, TO FRUSTRATE THE ELECTION PROCESS. 
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4. (U) FOLLOWING THE VISIT THE CNE, FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER MET 
WITH PRESIDENT CALDERA. A FOUNDING MEMBER OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
COUNCIL OF FREELY-ELECTED PRESIDENTS, PRESIDENT CALDERA WARMLY 
RECEIVED CARTER. DURING THR MEETING, CALDERA OFFERED CARTER A 
VENEZUELAN MILITARY AIRCRAFT TO REPLACE CARTER'S PLANE, WHICH HAD 
BEEN DAMAGED BY A MINOR FIRE DURING SERVICING AT MAIQUETIA AIRPORT 
NEAR CARACAS, TO TRANSPORT CARTER TO QUITO, ECUADOR. (NOTE: 
CARTER DEPARTED WITH HIS EIGHT PERSON TEAM FOR QUITO ON NOVEMBER 4 
ABOARD CALDERA'S AIR FORCE ONE EQUIVALENT BOEING 737. END NOTE.) 
ON NOVEMBER 3, CALDERA HOSTED A BREAKFAST IN CARTER'S HONOR. 
DURING THIS BREAKFAST, ATTENDED BY VENEZUELA'S LEADERSHIP (E.G. THE 
PRESIDENTS OF BOTH CHAMBERS OF CONGRESS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SUPREME COURT, AND THE CABINET) , CALDERA WARMLY THANKED CARTER FOR 
AGREEING TO LEAD A DELEGATION TO VENEZUELA OBSERVE THE ELECTIONS. 


5. (C) FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER ALSO SPOKE WITH FORMER PRESIDENT 
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ (CAP) VIA TELEPHONE ON THE EVENING OF NOVEMBER 
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2. CAP, WHO AT THAT TIME WAS UNDER HOUSE ARREST IN TACHIRA STATE, 
IS ALSO A FOUNDING MEMBER OF CARTER'S COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS. CAP 
EXPRESSED HIS THANKS TO THE FORMER PRESIDENT FOR ORGANIZING AN 
OBSERVER MISSION TO VENEZUELA. 


a 


6. (U) ON NOVEMBER 3, CARTER HELD A MARATHON SERIES OF MEETINGS 
WITH SIX PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AND VISITED THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE (MOD). CARTER MET WITH THE FOLLOWING PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES : 


-- LUIS ALFARO UCERO -- DEMOCRATIC ACTION (AD), 
-- IRENE SAEZ -- I.R.E.N.E., AND THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN (COPEI) 
PARTY , 


-- HUGO CHAVEZ -- FIFTH REPUBLIC MOVEMENT (MVR), HOMELAND FOR 
ALL (PPT), MOVEMENT TOWARDS SOCIALISM (MAS), AND SIX OTHER PARTIES 


-- ALFREDO RAMOS -- THE RADICAL CAUSE (LCR) 
-- HENRIQUE SALAS ROMER -~ PROJECT VENEZUELA 


-- MIGUEL RODRIGUEZ -- OPENING (APERTURA) . 
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7.  (U) THE ONLY LEADING CANDIDATE NOT TO MEET WITH CARTER WAS 
RENOVATION CANDIDATE CLAUDIO FERMIN. FERMIN CAMPAIGN MANAGER LUIS 
EMILIO RONDON INFORMED POLOFF THAT FERMIN WOULD BE UNABLE TO MEET 
WITH CARTER BECAUSE OF PREVIOUS COMMITMENTS, AND ADDED THAT FERMIN 
SUPPORTED CARTER'S OBSERVER MISSION. (NOTE: ON NOVEMBER 1, FERMIN 
DROPPED OUT OF THE RACE. END NOTE) 


8. (U) ATA NOVEMBER 4 PRESS CONFERENCE, CARTER EXPLAINED, "THE 
PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT IS TO ENSURE THAT THE CNE IS RESPECTED, AND 
THAT THE CANDIDATES WILL ACCEPT THE RESULTS." HE ALSO STATED, "I 
THINK WE HAVE HAD QUITE A LOT OF SUCCESS OBTAINING GUARANTEES FROM 
THE CANDIDATES" TO RESPECT THE OUTCOME OF THE ELECTIONS. ACCORDING 
TO CARTER, THE CANDIDATES HAD TWO PRINCIPAL CONCERNS ABOUT THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS: FIRST, THAT MANY POLL WORKERS WERE NOT WELL- 
TRAINED. SECOND, THAT THE AUTOMATION OF THE POLLS WOULD NOT WORK . 
RESPONDING TO A QUESTION ABOUT FRAUD AND THE POSSIBILITY OF A COUP 
ATTEMPT, CARTER SAID, "WHEN WE MET WITH CHAVEZ AND WITH THE OTHER 
CANDIDATES, THERE WERE NO RADICAL DECLARATIONS OF ANY KIND; THERE 
WERE NO ALLEGATIONS OF SERIOUS PROBLEMS, NOR WERE THERE ANY CLAIMS 
THAT SOME VIOLENT ACT MIGHT OCCUR. THE TRUTH IS NOBODY EXPRESSED 
A FEAR OF A COUP ATTEMPT IN CONNECTION WITH THE ELECTION RESULTS." 
CARTER EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE COMPLEXITY OF THE BALLOTS TO BE 
USED IN THE NOVEMBER 8 REGIONAL ELECTIONS, BUT NOTED THAT THE 
DECEMBER 8 ELECTIONS WOULD BE MUCH SIMPLER AND THAT CNE WOULD HAVE 
AMPLE TIME BETWEEN THE TWO ELECTIONS TO CORRECT ANY TECHNICAL 
ERRORS OR PROBLEMS. 


9. (C) CARTER TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD HELD "VERY POSITIVE 

MEETINGS WITH ALL THE CANDIDATES." CARTER STATED THAT HE HAD 

EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR PEACEFUL ELECTIONS, AND SOUGHT GUARANTEES 
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FROM EACH CANDIDATE TO RESPECT THE ELECTION RESULTS. 
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10. (C) CARTER MET WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE TITO RINCON BRAVO IN 
THE MINISTER'S OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 3. VICE ADMIRAL RINCON WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY: THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY; THE CHIEF 
OF STAFF OF THE MINISTRY; THE COMMANDERS OF THE ARMY, NAVY, AIR 
FORCE, AND NATIONAL GUARD; AND THE COMMANDER OF THE UNIFIED COMMAND 
OF THE NATIONAL ARMED FORCES (CUFAN). THE CUFAN COMMANDER IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE LOGISTICAL AND SECURITY PLAN -- 
"PLAN REPUBLICA" -- TO SUPPORT THE ELECTIONS. FOLLOWING THE 
MEETING WITH CARTER, THE MINISTER TOLD THE PRESS THAT HE ASSURED 
CARTER, "IN AN UNEQUIVOCABLE AND CLEAR MANNER," THAT THE MILITARY 
WOULD ACCEPT THE WINNER OF THE DECEMBER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

THE DEFENSE MINISTER EXPLAINED THAT 40 YEARS OF DEMOCRATIC LIFE AND 
A WELL-DEVELOPED SENSE OF PROFESSIONALISM ENSURED THE MILITARY'S 
"ABSOLUTE RESPECT FOR THE CONSTITUTION." 


11. (Cc) PRIOR TOA RECEPTION AT THE AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE, 
CARTER MEET WITH THE AMBASSADORS OF AUSTRIA, CANADA, AND SPAIN, AND 
WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
(OAS) AND OF THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) TO DISCUSS COORDINATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER MISSIONS. SEEKING MAXIMUM COOPERATION, 
CARTER EXPLAINED THAT THE CARTER CENTER MISSION WOULD TAKE ITS LEAD 
FROM THE CNE. CARTER CLARIFIED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE OBSERVER 
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MISSIONS SHOULD BE TO REASSURE THE VENEZUELAN PUBLIC ABOUT THE 
FAIRNESS OF THE ELECTIONS, MODERATE THE TONE OF THE ELECTIONS, AND, 
MOST IMPORTANTLY, CONVINCE WINNERS AND LOSERS TO ACCEPT THE 
ELECTION RESULTS GRACIOUSLY AND PEACEFULLY . 


12. (C) THE OAS REPRESENTATIVE CARLOS CARBACHO STATED THAT THE 
OAS WOULD FIELD A 50-60 PERSON DELEGATION, SPREAD OUT AMONG AT 
LEAST TEN STATES, FOR THE DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. BRAZILIAN EDGARDO 
REIS, AN EXPERIENCED ELECTION OBSERVER, WAS NAMED TO HEAD THE OAS 
DELEGATION. 


13. (C) AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR JOHANNES SKRIWAN INFORMED CARTER THAT 
THIS WOULD BE THE FIRST TIME THE EU HAD OBSERVED ELECTIONS IN SOUTH 
AMERICA. SKRIWAN SAID THAT EU DELEGATION WOULD NUMBER UP TO 10 
PEOPLE. SKRIWAN REPORTED THAT THE EU WAS STILL HAGGLING WITH THE 
CNE ABOUT ITS PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES AGREEMENT AND SOUGHT THE 
SAME STANDING AS THE OAS MISSION. SPANISH AMBASSADOR MIGUEL ANGEL 
FERNANDEZ INFORMED CARTER THAT SPAIN WOULD PROVIDE 4-6 OBSERVERS, 
AND THAT THE EU DELEGATION WOULD HAVE TO RELY ON THE OAS DELEGATION 
FOR LOGISTICAL SUPPORT. 
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15. (C) FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER'S VISIT WAS WIDELY REPORTED 
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(REFTEL) . COMMENTARY ON HIS VISIT WAS UNIFORMLY POSITIVE. GOV 
OFFICIALS AND COMMON CITIZENS SAW IN HIS VISIT A DISPLAY OF 
DEMOCRATIC SOLIDARITY DESIGNED TO HELP VENEZUELA SUCCESSFULLY CARRY 
OUT IMPORTANT, AND ANXIETY-RIDDEN, ELECTIONS. WITH A FORTY YEAR 
HISTORY OF DEMOCRACY, VENEZUELA HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN A COUNTRY 
THAT SENT, NOT RECEIVED, INTERNATIONAL ELECTION OBSERVERS. THIS 
YEAR, HOWEVER, IS DIFFERENT. WITH A FORMER COUP LEADER HEADING THE 
POLLS (AND QUESTIONING THE CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS OF VENEZUELAN 
DEMOCRACY), AND RUMORS OF COUP PLOTTING SWIRLING IN THE BACKGROUND , 
THIS COUNTRY TURNED TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO ASK FOR 
OBSERVERS. FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER WAS FAR AND AWAY THE FIRST AND 
MOST WIDELY SUPPORTED CHOICE TO LEAD AN OBSERVER MISSION TO 
VENEZUELA, AND HIS CREDIBILITY IS CITED BY ALL PARTIES, CANDIDATES, 
MEDIA, AND CIVILIANS. THE REACTION TO HIS DECISION TO ACCEPT THE 
INVITATION WAS BEST EXPRESSED DURING A PRIVATE DINNER AT A LOCAL 
RESTAURANT NOVEMBER 2. WHEN FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER STOOD TO LEAVE 
AT THE END OF THE DINNER, THE PATRONS OF THE RESTAURANT ALSO STOOD 
AND GAVE THE PRESIDENT A LONG OVATION. ONE BY-STANDER, WHILE 
SHAKING CARTER'S HAND, SAID, “THANK YOU FOR COMING TO VENEZUELA. 

WE NEED AN HONORABLE MAN LIKE YOU TO HELP US GET THROUGH THESE 
ELECTIONS." 
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